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EDITORIAL

In memoriam: Professor Zofia Knychalska-Karwan
(eulogy)

Pani Profesor Zofia Knychalska-Karwan — jako czlowiek
Mowa pogrzebowa

Professor Zofia Knychalska-Karwan during the 12t Congress of Polish Odontologists, 9 April, 2014
Pani Profesor Zofia Knychalska-Karwan podczas XIl Kongresu Stomatologdw Polskich 9 kwietnia 2014 r.
(Zdjecie z archiwum 26 PTS)
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Abstract

At the request of Her family, I would like to present
Professor Zofia Knychalska-Karwan as a person.
We met when I was a student, in the 1950s, and for
the last twenty years I enjoyed her friendship, and
we became very close. As a teacher and tutor she
was very demanding, and sometimes we feared Her
a little. Being an assiduous person, she motivated
her colleagues to do research and set up scientific
projects, and this can account for so many doctoral
theses, habilitation dissertations, handbooks that she
edited or wrote entirely by herself
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Streszczenie

Na prosbe Rodziny zabieram glos, zeby przedstawié
sylwetke Pani Profesor Zofii Knychalskiej -Karwan
jako czlowieka. Znalam Panig Profesor od czasow
studenckich tj. od lat 50tych ub. wieku, a przez ostatnie
ponad 20 lat — zaszczycata mnie swojq przyjazniq stqd
stalam si¢ Jej bliska. Jako nauczyciel i wychowawca
byla bardzo wymagajgca i nawet trochg balismy
sig Jej. Sama bedgc tytanem pracy pobudzala i
inspirowata wspolpracownikéw do pracy naukowej,
do realizacji licznych projektow badawczych stqd
tak wiele doktoratow, habilitacji, podrecznikow pod
redakcjq Pani Profesor lub wylgcznie Jej autorstwa.

HAStA INDEKSOWE:
historia stomatologii, ku pamigdi, nauczyciel
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Her family has asked me to say a few words
to present the life history of Professor Zofia
Knychalska-Karwan - as the great woman she was.

I have known Professor Knychalska-Karwan
since my university years - that is since the 1950s,
and for over 20 years I have had the great honour
to be among her close friends and she became very
important to me.

She was extremely demanding as a teacher and
an educator; that is why as students we would
be even a bit afraid of her. As a hard-working
intellectual, known for motivating and inspiring
her colleagues to ever harder scientific work
and numerous research projects, she will also be
remembered for her legacy of doctoral theses,
habilitation dissertations, handbooks edited or
written entirely by herself.

Upon completion of one book, she would
engage in work on another one. The great diversity
of subjects dealt with by Professor Knychalska-
Karwan was astonishing; she reached far beyond
her basic domain, i.e. preventive dentistry,
pedodontics and periodontics. Despite her age,
she achieved computer and internet literacy which
greatly facilitated her research work. For many
years, as a retiree she would work each morning
from 9 to 12 in her room at the University Clinic
of Dental Medicine, always starting her day with a
visit to the library where she would glance through
specialist journals and books. Owing to that habit
she was always knowledgeable about the latest
dental and general medical matters.

When asked by colleagues, she was eager
to provide specialist consultancy or offered to
revise the papers and other monographs before
publication, she also prepared reviews of doctoral
theses or habilitation dissertations. Never did she
refuse to help anyone; I guess she even found some
pleasure in such counselling. She was delighted
by and very proud of her students’ scientific
development and professional career. It was until
recently that she participated in all meetings of
the Medical Faculty Council at the Jagiellonian
University Collegium Medicum; she developed
interest in numerous aspects of general medicine,
which is also reflected in her research work.

Professor ~ Knychalska-Karwan  attended

Na prosbe Rodziny zabieram glos, zeby przed-
stawi¢ sylwetke Pani Profesor Zofii Knychalskiej-
Karwan jako cztowieka.

Znatam Panig Profesor od czasow studenckich,
tj. od lat 50-tych ubieglego wieku, a przez ostatnie
ponad 20 lat — zaszczycata mnie swojg przyjaznia,
stad statam si¢ Jej bliska.

Jako nauczyciel i wychowawca byta bardzo wy-
magajgca i nawet troche balis$my si¢ Jej. Sama be-
dac tytanem pracy pobudzata i inspirowata wspot-
pracownikéw do pracy naukowej, do realizacji
licznych projektow badawczych, stad tak wiele
doktoratow, habilitacji, podrecznikoéw pod redak-
cja Pani Profesor lub wylacznie Jej autorstwa.

Konczyta jedng ksigzke, zaczynata pisa¢ na-
stepna. Wielokierunkowos$¢ tematyczna tych dziet
zadziwiata, przekraczata znacznie problematyke
podstawowej specjalnosci Pani Profesor, tj. stoma-
tologii zachowawczej, pedodoncji i periodonto-
logii. Mimo zaawansowanego wieku, opanowata
umiejetnos$¢ postugiwania sie komputerem i inter-
netem, co znacznie utatwiato prac¢ naukows. Juz
bedac na emeryturze przez wiele lat — codziennie
— od godz. 9 do 12 byta obecng w swoim poko-
ju w Uniwersyteckiej Klinice Stomatologicznej i
tam pracowata zaczynajac zawsze od wizyty w bi-
bliotece, gdzie przegladata nowe czasopisma spe-
cjalistyczne i podregczniki — stad byta na biezaco
we wspotczesnej problematyce stomatologiczne;j
1 ogblnomedyczne;j.

Proszona przez pracownikow Instytutu
Stomatologii udzielata bardzo chetnie konsultacji
specjalistycznych oraz czytata i poprawiata przy-
gotowywane do druku artykuly oraz prace dok-
torskie i habilitacyjne. Pisata recenzje prac dok-
torskich 1 habilitacyjnych. Nigdy, nikomu nie od-
moéwila pomocy —nawet mysle, ze sprawiato jej to
przyjemnos$¢. Cieszyla si¢ z rozwoju naukowego
i zawodowego swoich ucznidéw, byla z nich dum-
na. Do niedawna uczestniczyta we wszystkich po-
siedzeniach Rady Wydzialu Lekarskiego UJCM,
interesowala si¢ wieloma problemami medycyny
ogolnej, co znajdowalo odbicie w jej tworczosci
naukowej.

Uczestniczyta w wielu zjazdach i konferencjach
naukowych krajowych i zagranicznych, a co mie-
sigc w posiedzeniach naukowo-szkoleniowych
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numerous national and international scientific
conferences and events, as well as monthly
training sessions of the Krakow Branch of the
Polish Dental Association (PTS) and its specialist
units; she never missed any opportunity to take
part in discussions or share her extensive expertise,
knowledge and long-term clinical experience.

She always remembered about her fellow
students and she would keep in touch with many;
she also maintained contact with alumni, academics
and professors working in other dentistry faculties
or clinics all over Poland.

Professor Knychalska-Karwan was not
only greatly respected and admired, but more
importantly — she was very popular and much-
loved, which is not always the case. She was
simply a very good person, straightforward and
modest, caring and sympathetic when her friends,
colleagues or students suffered from illness, went
through misfortune or mourning.

Beside her scientific commitment and research
work she read many books, mostly biographies; she
knew all the publications on Napoleon Bonaparte
and was fond of Agatha Christie’s detective stories.
Furthermore, she was keen on classical music as
well as good drama and movies.

She had also a great interest in contemporary
social and political matters, she regularly read
journalistic texts, and she systematically watched
selected television programmes; she was very
much committed to Polish present-day affairs.

In her youth she practised sports, particularly
rowing, skiing and tourism. She often travelled
abroad and she liked to recollect such trips;
needless to say, her memory was excellent.

The family held a special and important place
in Professor Knychalska-Karwan’s life; she was a
loving wife, a dedicated mother of two sons and
a grandmother of four grandchildren and great-
grandmother of three great-grandchildren.

She thoroughly enjoyed all achievements and
success of each and every family member, and
she was deeply concerned when her nearest and
dearest suffered from any misfortune, illness or
life problems.

It was only in the recent years that due to her
health problems she had to abandon her favourite

Krakowskiego Oddziatu Polskiego Towarzystwa
Stomatologicznego i jego sekcjach specjalistycz-
nych — prawie zawsze biorac udziat w dyskusji
wykorzystujac swoja rozlegla wiedze i dtugoletnie
doswiadczenie kliniczne.

Zawsze pamigtala o swoich kolezankach i ko-
legach ze studidow i z wieloma utrzymywata kon-
takt, podobnie jak z pochodzacymi ze srodowiska
uniwersyteckiego samodzielnymi pracownikami
wydzialow lub oddziatow stomatologicznych z
catej Polski.

Wszyscy Panig Profesor bardzo szanowali i
podziwiali, a takze bardzo lubili — co przeciez nie
zawsze idzie w parze. Pani Profesor Knychalska-
Karwan byta bowiem bardzo dobrym cztowie-
kiem, bezpos$rednim i skromnym, troszczacym si¢
1 wspotczujacym, gdy koledzy wspotpracownicy
i uczniowie przezywali choroby, niepowodzenia
lub zalobe.

Poza praca naukowsa stale czytata ksigzki, glow-
nie biograficzne, znata wszystkie publikacje po-
swiecone Napoleonowi Bonaparte, lubita krymi-
naly Agaty Christie oraz muzyke klasyczng, dobry
teatr i film.

Interesowata si¢ wspotczesnym zyciem spo-
teczno-politycznym, na biezaco czytala artykuly
publicystyczne, systematycznie ogladata wybrane
programy telewizyjne, zyta problemami wspot-
czesnej Polski.

W mitodos$ci czynnie uprawiata sport, zwlasz-
cza wio$larstwo, narty, turystyke. Uczestniczyta
w wielu wycieczkach zagranicznych, o ktoérych
lubita wspomina¢, a pamig¢¢ miata znakomitg.

Osobny rozdzial, jakze wazny w zyciu Pani
Profesor to rodzina: byta kochajaca zong, matka
dwodch synow i babcig czworga wnukdw oraz pra-
babcig trojga prawnuczat.

Bardzo cieszyla si¢ osiggnigciami i sukcesami
wszystkich czlonkow rodziny a zamartwiata sie,
jezeli dotykaty ich choroby, niepowodzenia, zy-
ciowe ktopoty.

Dopiero w ostatnich latach, ze wzgledu na kto-
poty zdrowotne — zaprzestala osobiscie przygo-
towywa¢ w kazda niedziele rodzinny obiad, bo
pragnela, zeby byli zawsze razem i zeby mogla
si¢ nimi nacieszyc.

Na wszystkie $wigta, urodziny, imieniny, rocz-
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routine namely preparing Sunday family dinners,
as she loved every moment spent together with
her nearest and dearest, and she wished that they
would always stay together.

She would prepare - all by herself - the gifts for
each of her relatives on all occasions, holidays,
birthdays or anniversaries. It was the death of
her beloved husband 15 years ago that was
particularly painful for her and she seemed not
to have recovered from that sorrow; the sense of
grief even seemed to turn more and more profound
with time.

She hardly tolerated the deterioration of her
physical condition and reduced mobility, but she
maintained an agile mind. It was only her voice that
recently lost its characteristic spirit and resonance
and assumed a sombre tone of resignation, as if in
premonition of her imminent death.

Being a profoundly religious person, Professor
Knychalska-Karwan prayed not to become a
burden for her family due to illness; apparently
her prayers were answered.

As Pope Francis said lately, a person comes to
this world to leave some mark; the late Professor
Zofia Knychalska-Karwan, due to her outstanding
personality, demeanour and life legacy, left
a profound and eternal mark in our hearts and
memories, for which we are very grateful, and
what I am personally most thankful for her - is
her life....

May she rest in peace, Non omnis moriar
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nice — dla kazdego cztonka rodziny osobiscie przy-
gotowywata upominki — od najstarszego do naj-
mtodszego. Bolesna rana po naglym zgonie me¢za
przed 15 laty, nigdy si¢ nie zagoila, a nawet byta
coraz bardziej dolegliwa.

Zle znosita spadek sit fizycznych i ograniczenie
ruchowe, ale umystowo byta nadal w bardzo do-
brej formie. Tylko w glosie Pani Profesor nie byto
juz tej charakterystycznej energii i dzwiecznosci,
a pojawila si¢ nuta smutku i rezygnacji — jakby w
przeczuciu zblizajgcego si¢ odejscia.

Byta osoba gleboko wierzaca, prosita Boga,
zeby przez chorobe powodujaca niesamodzielnos¢
nie byla ciezarem dla bliskich i jak wida¢ — zostata
wystuchana.

Ojciec Swiety Franciszek powiedziat ostatnio,
ze czlowiek zyje po to, zeby zostawi¢ po sobie
jaki$ slad — $p. Pani Profesor Zofia Knychalska-
Karwan dzieki swej osobowosci, postgpowaniu i
dziehu catego zycia zostawila gleboki slad w na-
szych sercach i umystach na zawsze — za co jeste-
smy Jej wdzigczni — a ja osobiscie — dzigkuje Jej
za to, ze byta...

Niech spoczywa w pokoju, ,,Non omnis mo-
riar”,

Jadwiga Styputkowska
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